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88 Possible to abolish War by right means. [Aug., 

They fought like brave men, long and well ; 

They piled that ground with Moslem slain ; 
They conquered ; but Bozzaris fell, 

Bleeding at every vein. 
His few surviving comrades saw 
His smile, when rang their proud hurrah, 

And the red field was won ; 
Then saw in death his eye-lids close 
Calmly, as to a night's repose, 

Like flowers at set of sun. 

Bozzaris ! with the storied brave, 

Greece nurtured in her glory's prime, 
Rest thee ; there is no prouder grave, 

E'en in her own proud clime. 
We tell thy doom without a sigh ; 

For thou art Freedom's now, and Fame's, 

One of the few, the immortal names, 
That were not born to die." 

It were easy to fill volumes with such specimens of the war-spirit, eyen 
in the recent literature of Christendom. The student is constantly meeting 
them in works of taste ; nor do I see how the combustible spirit of youth 
can help taking fire at such scintillations of war ; and surely he needs the 
shield of peace to guard him against the cluster of dangers by which he is 

surrounded. Erasmus. 

POSSIBLE TO ABOLISH WAR BY RIGHT MEANS. 

Human nature is as corrigible on this subject as upon any other ; there 
is nothing to render the extinction of this custom impossible by the right 
use of the requisite means ; and the promises of God make its ultimate 
abolition perfectly certain. " It shall come to pass in the last days, that 
the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and all nations shall flow unto it ; and then shall they beat their 
swords into plough-shares, and their spears into pruning-hooks ; nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more." 

But how is this promise to be fulfilled ? By miracle ? We can expect 
no more miracles. By some unparalleled interposition of Providence ? 
God has promised no such interposition. Without the use of appropriate 
means ? Such means are just as indispensable for the prevalence of peace 
as for the spread of the gospel. 

But what are these means ? Such an application of the gospel to the 
subject as shall revolutionize the war-sentiments of Christendom, fill every 
Christian community with deep abhorrence of this custom, and lead rulers 
to employ only pacific expedients in settling international disputes. And 
who shall use these means ? We cannot rely on men of the world, except 
as occasional coadjutors ; it is the appropriate work of Christians, and they 
must do it, or it never will be done. But how shall they do it ? Is it 
enough for them merely to support and to propagate the present form of 
their religion ? It has for ages tolerated the war-system, and suffered 
Christendom to remain a vast hot-bed of war. Will such a religion, if 
spread through the world, put an end to war? No sooner than a 
rum-drinking and a slave-holding Christianity would put an end to 
intemperance and slavery. The gospel will abolish nothing which it sanctions 
and supports ; and if men are not converted to peace as fast as they are to 
God, such a conversion of the whole world could not insure the universal 
and permanent reign of peace. We must restore the pacific principles of 
the gospel, and incorporate them once more, where Christ and his apostles 
left them, in the faith and character of his disciples as a body, before the 
spread of Christianity will insure the abolition of war. The gospel is a 
sovereign remedy for all the moral maladies of our world; but it must be 
applied to war, before it can cure this deep and deadly gangrene of our 
race. It has not been thus applied for fifteen centuries ; and so long as, 
Christians persist in this neglect, we cannot expect to see peace co-extensive 
with Christianity. B. 



